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Kathy Griffin, a comedian who lives in California, tweeted about the incident on April 26, 

2021. Her first tweet shared another user’s video of the Clip, with that user’s caption reading: 

“Homophobic POS in Tennessee harasses a teenager for wearing a dress to prom.” (Id. ¶ 81). 

Griffin’s added commentary to the quoted tweet read: 

If this is Sam Johnson in Nashville, Tennessee, the CEO of 
@VisuWell, healthcare-tech-growth strategist, married to Jill 
Johnson where they may reside in Franklin, Tennessee, it seems like 
he’s dying to be online famous. [shrugging emoji, rainbow flag 
emoji, shrugging emoji] 
 

(Id.). Later that morning, Griffin tweeted a screen shot of google image search results for “ceo 

visuwell” showing two headshots of Johnson along with the caption: “Who is? THIS Sam Johnson 

of Franklin Tennessee?” (Id. ¶ 86; Doc. No. 1-5). That evening, VisuWell tweeted four times via 

its official Twitter account about the incident: 

Post 1/4: We unequivocally condemn the behavior exhibited by Sam 
Johnson in a recent video widely circulated on social media.  
 
Post 2/4: After investigating the matter and speaking to the 
individuals involved, the VisuWell BOD has chosen to terminate 
Mr. Johnson from his position as CEO, effective immediately. Gerry 
Andrady, our President and COO, will lead the company through 
this important time.  
 
Post 3/4: VisuWell’s culture emphasizes respect, kindness, and 
compassion, especially for those from traditionally marginalized 
communities, and we maintain a zero-tolerance policy for 
intolerance of any kind.  
 
Post 4/4: Mr. Johnson’s actions contradicted the high standards we 
set for ourselves in promoting the health of those who use our 
platform.  

 
(Doc. No. 1 ¶¶ 87-88; Doc. No. 1-6). In response to VisuWell’s second tweet, Griffin tweeted: 

Has Sam Johnson has been removed from his position on the Board 
of Directors and, if not, what measures is Visuwell taking in this 
regard? Leaving Johnson on the Board raises an eyebrow that the 
company intends to rehire. Know the nation will remain vigilant. 
(Per @NastyProud) 
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